Remarks of R. Lisle Baker, President Newton Board of Aldermen 6/7/05

Newton South High School Graduation June 7, 2005


Mr. Young, Mr. Welch, Mayor Cohen, colleagues in government, distinguished guests and families, members of the faculty and staff, and of course, graduates. On behalf of the members of the Board of Aldermen, some of were introduced a few minutes ago, I bring you greetings and congratulations to the class of 2005.  


In the process, I hope you will forgive me if I offer you one last history lesson. 


Upon election, each alderman takes an oath to uphold the federal and state constitutions. And while we know the U.S. Constitution, many people do not know the unique provisions of the Constitution of the Commonwealth, which provides (quote): “it shall be the duty of legislatures…to cherish the interests of literature and the sciences…especially public schools and grammar schools in the towns….” 

In my twenty years of service, the Board of Aldermen has always voted in favor of the budget and appropriations for the Newton schools, and then also voted each year the taxes needed to pay for them.  


I mention that simply to note that the superb education you enjoyed has not been automatic. Its foundation has been the willingness of the citizens of Newton, through their duly elected Mayor, School Committee, and Board of Aldermen, each and every year to spend and tax themselves on your behalf. 


But this history lesson is not about us--it is about you. You are now already, or just about to become, legal adults as well as graduates, with all that citizenship implies, including the right to vote, as well as the opportunity, if not the duty, to do your own laundry.  


We hope that wherever you go next, you will remember to cherish public education by registering to vote, then voting in local as well as state and national elections, and even considering one day running for local office to serve the community in which you choose to dwell. 


So, as you graduate, remember that constitutional rights and duties relating to public education are not self-executing. It is now your turn as adults to help give life to those rights and duties for the children who will follow you.


Congratulations, and best of luck to you all.

